
 
 

Jockey Club Racecourses and Federation of Racecourse 

Bookmakers reach 50-year on-course agreement  
 

Thursday 17 May 2012 – Jockey Club Racecourses, the largest racecourse group in the UK [1], 

today announced it has reached agreement with the Federation of Racecourse Bookmakers 

(FRB) for on-course bookmaker licences for the next 40 years through until 2052, with the 

option of a further 10-year extension. 

 

Both parties hail the move as providing instant and long-term surety for all concerned with 

regards to on-course positions and transfer policy, which have been in question since the 

introduction of the Gambling Act in 2007. 

 

The FRB will fully recommend the agreement to its members, who will now start to receive 

licences from Jockey Club Racecourses for completion, before the new arrangement begins in 

September 2012. 

 

Simon Bazalgette, Group Chief Executive of The Jockey Club, said: 
 

“I’m very pleased that we have reached an equitable on-course bookmaking arrangement with 

the FRB, which brings certainty for at least the next 40 years of racing on our 14 courses. 

 
“While this was never going to be an overnight process given the importance all parties placed 

on getting right such a lengthy agreement, I’m pleased relations with the FRB have grown 

stronger through these negotiations. This is a good sign for our ongoing partnership. 

 

“Last year we welcomed record attendances of 1.9m people at Jockey Club Racecourses, which 

is nearly a third of the total for British racecourses. The more people we attract to our courses, 

the more opportunities there are for on-course bookmakers, so we have a shared stake in 

helping this growth to continue. We recognise the unique role on-course bookmakers play 

bringing theatre and fun to our venues and long may that continue.” 

 

The Federation of Racecourse Bookmakers negotiating team of Robin Grossmith, Barry 

Johnson and Keith Johnson, said: 

 

“The agreement with Jockey Club means contracts will be in place with every racecourse group 

in the country. It is a turning point in our relationship with racecourses nationwide, and an 

agreement which gives confidence to all those involved in the post-September 2012 

arrangements for on-course bookmakers. 

  

“These are difficult times for on-course bookmakers, so we are pleased to have secured this 

deal. By working towards a common goal, we think we have found a solid basis for future 

relations with Jockey Club Racecourses. 

 



“Both parties have worked hard to develop this deal, and the positive outcome is a testament to 

that. We’re looking forward now to reaching agreements with every racecourse in the country.” 

 

John Penrose, Minister for Tourism and Heritage, with responsibility in Government for 

Gambling and Horseracing, said: 

 

“Huge Congratulations to both the Federation of Racecourse Bookmakers and Jockey Club 

Racecourses for reaching this agreement.  It’s a commercially brokered deal which should to 

stand both parties in good stead for the next 50 years. 

 

“This framework provides certainty for racing and on-course bookmakers and the outcome 

should define their future working relations.  I understand deals are still outstanding at 18 

racecourses, so I’d urge them to join the rest of the industry long before August.” 

 

[1: By turnover, attendances, number of racecourses, fixtures and contributions to prize money] 

 

Notes to Editors 

 

About The Jockey Club 

The Jockey Club is at the heart of racing in Great Britain as the largest commercial group in the 

sport. Its interests include: 

 

• Jockey Club Racecourses: Runs a diversified portfolio of 14 racecourses in Great Britain: 

Aintree, Carlisle, Cheltenham, Epsom Downs, Exeter, Haydock Park, Huntingdon, Kempton 

Park, Market Rasen, Newmarket, Nottingham, Sandown Park, Warwick and Wincanton. 

 

The group stages four of the five 'Classics' of Flat racing (the Derby and the Oaks at Epsom 

Downs and the 1,000 Guineas and 2,000 Guineas at Newmarket), as well as the Cheltenham 

Festival and the Grand National at Aintree. 

 

• Jockey Club Estates: The property and land management company responsible for the 

management and administration of more than 5,000 acres of land in and around the racing 

training centres of Newmarket and Lambourn, as well as an extensive property portfolio, 

including the Jockey Club Rooms. 

 

• The National Stud: Transferred from Government to The Jockey Club in 2008, The National 

Stud is a commercial thoroughbred breeding enterprise with a commitment to provide 

training and educational programmes. 

 

• Racing Welfare: A racing charity and company limited by guarantee with The Jockey Club 

being the sole member. The principal objective of Racing Welfare is to provide help to those 

in need who work or have worked in the thoroughbred industry, and their dependants. 

 

In accordance with its objectives in the Royal Charter, The Jockey Club reinvests its profits in 

British racing and promotes measures to sustain and enhance the long-term success of the 

sport. For more information, please visit www.thejockeyclub.co.uk. 

 



About the Federation of Racecourse Bookmakers 

The Federation of Racecourse Bookmakers (FRB) was formed in 2003, to provide an umbrella 

organisation covering the Association of Racecourse Bookmakers, the National Association of 

Bookmakers, and the Rails Bookmakers Association. While the three associations retain their 

individual autonomy, the FRB is able to act jointly and collectively for the interests of all 

racecourse bookmakers. 

 

The FRB, supported by public affairs agency Ranelagh International, is negotiating with each 

racecourse in Britain to establish the commercial terms for on-course bookmaker entry from 1st 

September 2012.   

 

For further information: 

If you require further information, please contact Scott Bowers, Group Director of 

Communications, The Jockey Club at scott.bowers@thejockeyclub.co.uk or 07809 665940. 

 

For further information about the FRB, please contact Ferelith Gaze, Public Affairs Consultant, 

Ranelagh International at ferelith.gaze@ranelagh-intl.com or 020 7828 1603. 

 


